Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2020/21
We acknowledge as the members of.

BRIERFIELD TOWN COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2021, that:

Yes magns that fsalthonty!

| prepored its sccounting statements in accordance

W have put in place arrangamonts for cffective finannial
with the Accounts and Aadit Regoialions.

managemenl duting the yoar, and for ihe preparation of v

the accounling statements. |
2. We maintained an adeguate system of internal cantol ! mede proper arangements and acoepled responsibility
including measurcs designed fo prevanl and delect fraud | o7 for salgauacding Ihe pulilic money and resaiorces in
and corfuplion and raviewsd i sllaclivencss. ‘ its charge.
- [ Fe— -

has only donc vihal it has the faqal powsr (o Q0 wnd D3

We took all reasonabla sleps o assure ourselves
complied with Praper Praciives in domng 50.

that there sre no natters of actual or potentisl
nor-comatisnce with [aws, regulations gpn Propar b o
Arnslicos that could have a signiticant financial offect :
on the adility of this authorily lo conduel its

business or marage ils linances.

ol

4. \Wo pravided proper agmartunity dunng the vear for during the yoar gave all peesons infarested the opoartunity o
the: exercise of electors’ nghs in accordance with the v inspoct and ask questions aboul s anlhonly's QUCouns.
requirements of e Accounts and Audit Regulations. !

N considerss and documented the inancial and other nisks it

facas and deall with Ihem prapeny.

5. We rarriad oul an assessment of the risks faniny thes ]
authwrily and ook appropriate steps to manage those -
risks, inciuding the infroduction al inlernal cantrols andior i
axlernal insuranse cover whure 1egquires. I

arranged for a competent persan. independent of the finaonisl

6. We mzinlaired thicughaut the year an adequale and i
affective system of intemal audit of the actounbng v eunfrols anid procodures, to give an objeciive wiew on vifisihar
reeords and contre: systems, ! ifsrnal controls meet the needs of this srnatler aulhiodly.

7. Wa look appropriate aofion or all matters rascd : i responded to matiors Lroughit ta its ottention by fnternal and

m repors from intenal and axiernal audic auxfsrial audil.

8. We considered whether any lilgalion, tiabilites or i discinsed everyihing i should fiave aboul its busingss acliviy
commitments, evants ur liansactions, ocourang cither i duning the year inaluding events tating place afier the year
durirg or after the year-and, have a financ.al impact or v | sna if relovan!,
this autharity and, whorc appropriate, have included therm ‘
in the acceunting slatements.

has mof afl of its responsibiifies where, as & body
corgarate, itis 8 sofe managing irsles of alusal
tnest or frusis.

. [For Incal councils anly} Trust funds including
charitabla. In pur capacly as the sole managing
trustes wa discharged our accountability
rasponsibiliies for the fundi{s)assats, including
firancial reparting and, [ requiad, intGopendent
examinalion ar audil.

[i+]

*Please provide cxplanations Lo the external aucitor on a separate sheet for each "Ne' response and describe how the
authorily will address the weaknesses idenlilied. These sheets must be published with the Annual Governance Statement.

This Annual Covernance Statement was approved al a Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the aulhority on: approval was given:
Ct~bb - A
Y f AT o2
s : Chairman g
and rocorded as minute reference: r
é’ B Clark
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2020/21 for

BRIERFIELD TOWN COUNCIL

Year ending

a1 Mtarch
2020

Uresto fies
g £l ar

£ <)

1. Balances prought Total balances and reserves al the beginning of the ycar
forward 90,248 72,992 as recurded in the financial records. Value musl agree (o

fox 7 of previous year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and Total amniint of precept (or for 1DBs rates and levias}
Levies 150,000 180,000! received or recoivable in the yaar. Exchude any grants

recened. .

3. (+) Tolal vther receipts Tatal income ar recaupts a5 recorded in the cashbook less

i 55,751 55 743| the pmoapt or raleslevies recoived (fine 2). nclude any
granis receivad.

4, {-) Staff costs Total expendifure or payments made {o and on behatf

of all employees. Include gross sajarios and wages,
14,646 11,995 amployars N contribubions, employers pension
conlnbutions, grafuities and sevorance payrments,

5. {-} Loan interesticapital Total expenditura or payments of capital snd interest
repaymeals 0 0! marie during the year nn the auhority's barrovangs {if any).

B. {-} All cther payments Toial expenditure or payments &s recaorded in the cash-

208,361 118,920/ bouk jess staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments (ling 5).

7. {=) Balanzes carried : Tolal bafances and reserves at the end of (he year, Must
forward 72,992 177,860| cqual (1+2+3) - (4+518).

8. Total value of cash and The sum of ail current and deposit bank accounts, cash
shart term investmants 72,992 177,860 rotdings and shart term investments held as at 31 March -

To agroe with bank reconciliation.

g, Total fixed assets plus The value of all the property the authority owns — it is made
long lerm investmenls 27,913 33,381/ up of allits fixod assets and lang torm investments as al
and assels 31 March. 7

10, Total borrowngs The outsianding capital balance as al 31 March of aif loans

0 0! from tirct partics {including PWILB).

11. {For Local Councils Only) Disclosure note The Council, as a body corporate, aCis as soie trustee for
re Trust funds (including charitable) and is respansible for managing Trust furids or assats.

o N.B. The figures i Lhe accounting stalements above do
not inciude any Trust ransactions.

| certify Lhal for the year ended 31 March 2021 the Accounting
Statements in lhis Annual Governance and Accounlability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and oxpenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Aulhorities —a
Practitioners' Suide to Proper Practices and present fairy
the financial position of this autharily.
Signed by Respansible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority forq§roual

[

e
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Date OV ok 9y
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| confirm that these Accounting Statemenls were
approved by this authority on this date:

O —ob- ey

as recorded in minule reference:

G o

Signad by Chairman of the meeling where the Accounting

Statemants werg Approved

e T —
/ AL ...M-‘-
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Section 3 — External Auditor Report and Certificate 2020/21
In respect of BRIERFIELD TOWN COUNCIL - LA0034

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

e summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2021; and

« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as

external auditors.

Our responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance
with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAO) on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see note
below). Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK
& Ireland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do.

2 External auditor report 2020/21

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return {AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

The smaller authority has not provided an adequate numerical explanation for the for the variance between the prior and current year values
in Box 4 of Section 2.

3 External auditor certificate 2020/21

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2021.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
External Auditor Signature ooy VS g ogee Date 25/09/2021

* Note: the NAO issued guidance applicable to external auditors’ work on limited assurance reviews in Auditor Guidance Note
AGN/02. The AGN is available from the NAQ website (www.nao.org.uk)
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